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TO THE RIGHT HO. 


NORABLE AND VER- 
TVOVS LADY, TRE La- 


dy Margaret, Countelle of 
Cumberland, grace 
and Peace, 


1GHT Honorable, 
The kinsdom of hea- 
en , of which- the 

fl ſcripture ſpeaketh fo 
A\ oft, i properly acer- 
w| taine ſlate or condi- 
tia, wherby we ſtand 
OS God, inandby. 
Chrift. Andthis ki SS compared 
toa LK. of mays; ,to _ Vs 
that aman is enen at that inflant already 
enteredintothe kingdome of heauen,wh? 
the Lord that good huhand-man hath 
A} Cap 


if *4- Epiſtle DOE. 
c ome litle portion of faith or re- 
pentance into 5 a of the heart, Yea 
thous h it be but as one grain of muſterd. 
feede. Of this litle graine 1 bane penned 
#his treatiſe , in quantitie aunſerable 
thereto : end now Ipreſent the [ume to 
your Ladyſhip , not to ſupply your want 
( for .1 hope you are ſtored with manie 
grains of this kinde )but to perform: ſome 
datie onmy part. Hopins therefore that 
your Ladyſbippe will read and accept the 
ſame, take my leaue, commenains youts 


Oy bleſſing & proteionef the alnigh 
"| 


Your honours to commannad, 


VVilliam Perkins, 
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AGRAINE 


OF MVSTERD SEEDE, 
ORTHE LEAST MEA- 
fure of gracethat js, or 
can be effeAtuall to 
$alnation . 


T isavery neceſla- 


ric pointe ta bee | 

[known, 1 hat is the 
A [leaſt meaſure of grace 

ou) ca uy ply 
child of g0d,leſſer the 
0 ra? no 
Lrace effetFuall to ſalyation. For firſt 
of all , the right vnderſtanding of 
this isthe very foundation of true 
comfort vntoall troubled and oy 

c 


8 AGraineof Muſterd-ſeede. 
ched conſciences. Secondly, it is a 
notable meanes to ſtirre vp thank- 
fulnes inthemthat haueany grace 
atall ; when they ſhall in examina- 
tion of theſelues conſider that they 
hauereceiued of god the leaſt mea- 
ſure of grace, or more. Thirdly ir 
wil bean inducement, anda ſpurre 
vnto many careleſle and vnrepen- 
tant perſons,toembracethe goſpel, 
andto begin repentaunce fortheyr 
{innes ; when they ſhall perceine, 
and thatby thewordof God, thar 
God accepts the very ſeeds andru- 
diments of fairh/and repentance at 
the firft;choughthey bebuttm mea- 
ſure asa graine of muſterd-ſeedce. 
Now thenforrhe opening& clea- 
ring ofthis point, I wil ſette downe 
Iixeſeneralconclufjons, infuch or- 
Jer'as one ſhall epnfirme and ex- 

lanetheothet., 'and one depend 


I. Con- 
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I. Concluſion. 


4 mar. that doth but begin to be conner- 
ted,is enen at that inſlant the wery 
child of God : thourh inwardly he be 


' morecarnall then ſpiratuall. 


T he Expoſition. 


i Namantheremuſtbe conſidered 
threethings, the ſubſtance ofthe = 
bodic and ſoule , whereofa man ts ' 
aid toconſiſt, the faculties placed 
inthe ſoule and exerciſed inthe bo- 
dy,as vnderftanding,wil,afteQiss: 
the integriticand puritie of the fa- 
_ culties , whereby they areconfor- 
mableto thewil of God,and beare 
his Image. And ſincethe fallof .f- 
dem, man is not depriued of his - 
ſubſtance, or of the powersand fa 
cultics ofhisfoule;buronelye 


_ 


 AGraine of Mufterd-ſeede. 
third, which is the purity of na- 
ture. And thereforetheconuerſi- 
on ofa ſinner, whereof the con- 
cluſion ſpeaketh,is noth change of 
the ſubſtance of man, or the tacul- 
ties of the ſoule : but a renewing 
and reftoring of that puritic and 
holinefle which was loſt by mans 
fall , with theaboliſhment of that 
natural! corruption that is in all | 
the powers of the ſoule. This isthe 
worke of God, and of Godalone, 
and that on this manner. Firſt of 
all when ir pleaſerh God to worke 
achangein any, hee doth it not 
firſt in one parte, thea in another, 
as he that repaires adecayed houſe 
by gi : but theworke, 
borhfor the beginning, continu- 
ance, and accompliſhment , is the 
whole man,and euery partat once, 
ſpeciallyinthe minde, conſcience, 
wil! andaffeQion : as onthe con» 
trarlte 


' A Graine of Muſterd-feede. * 11 
trarie, when Adewloſt the Imageof 
God,heelofſtir incuery parte. Se- 
condly, the conuerſion of a {tnner 
is not wrought all at one inſtant, 
but in continuance of time, and 
that by certaine meaſures and de- 
erces. And a manis inthe hritde- 

reeofhis conuerſton , whenthe 
co Ghoſt by the meanes of the 
word,inſpires him with ſome ſpiri- 
rituall motions, and begins rorege- 
nerate and renew the inward pow- 
ers of his ſoule. And he may in this 
caſe very fly be compared tothe 
night iny firſt dawning of the day 
m which though the darkneſlere- 
maineand be more inquantity then 
the light, yetthe ſun hathalreadie 
caſt ſome beames of light imo the 
aire, wherups6 wetearmitthebrea- 
king ofthe day. Now then the very 
point which I touch,istharamanar 
thisinſtant & inthis very ſtate(God 

4b 


A Graine of Muſterd: ſeeds. 
as yer hauing butlaid certainebe - 
png of rrue conuerlion in his 

art )isþ very child of god, & that 
not only in eternalpurpoſeof god 
(asalltheelect are)but indeede by 


actual adoption: & this is plain by a 


-- -- manifeſtreaſs6. There be toure ſpe- 


cial works of grace ineuery childe 


- of God,his vnion with Chriſt, his 
-- adoption, iuſtification,and conuer- 


fien, andtheſefoureare wrought 
all at one inſtant, ſoas for orderuf 
time neither goes beforenorafter 
other : and yet inregard of order of 
nature, vnion with Chriſt, luſtifica- 
tion, and adoption, go before the 
inwarde conuerſion ofa ſinner , it 


beingthe fruit and effec of them 
. all. Vponthisit followeth necefla- 


—_— a ſinnerinthe very firſt at 
oft his-conuerſion,is iuftified, adop- 
ted, & IE imo the miſti- 


the 


AGraine of Muſterit-ſdede.. 13 
the prodigall ſonne,the father with 
1oy receiues his wicked childe,bur 
when? ſurely when heeſawe him 
comming a farreoff, and whenas 
yetheehad made no confeſsionor 
humiliationto his father, but onely 
had conceined with himſelfea pur- 
oletoreturneand to ſay, Father I 
auc (inned againſt heauenanda- 
eainſt thee, &c. And Pas/ſaithof 
many of the Corinthians, that hee 
could not ſpeake vnto themas (pt- 
rituall men, but as carnall, cyen 
babes in Chriſt. 1 Cor.3.1. 


LI, Con- 
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II. Concluſton. 

T he fir(FWuteriall bev innings of the con- 
= of a ſinner ,or the /malleſt mea- 

| ſureof renewing grace, hae thepro- 
wiſcsof this hife , andthe life to come. 


T he Expoſition. 
'” HE beginnings of conuerſion 
| muſt be diſtinguiſhed . Some 
are beginnings of preparations, 
ſome beginnings of compoſition. 
Beginnings of preparation Are 
ſuch asbring vnder, tame, andſub- 
ducthe ſtubburneneſſle of mans 
nature, without making any chige 
atal : ofthis ſort arethe accuſations 
ofthe conſcienceby the miniſtricot 
the Law, feares and terrors ariſi 
thence, compunQii6 of hart, whic 
is the apprehenſion of Gods anger 
againſtſin. Now tlieſe and thelike 
excludeinfconcluſion _— 


A Grdine of Mufterd-ſede; 15 
they go beforero prepareaſinnerrs 
hisconaerſi6 folowing;yetarethey 
no graces of God , burfruiFofthe 
law, that is the miniftery of death, 
& of an accuſing conſcience.Begin- 
nings of compoſition I rearme all 
rn. inward motions and inclinaths 
ons of Gods ſpirit, that follow after 
the workeof the law vponrhecon- 
ſcience: and riſe vpon the meditati-- 
on of the Goſpel , that promiſeth 
righteoulſneſſe and life everlaſting 
by Chriſt:out of which mations the 
converſion of a ſinner ariſeth, & of 
this itconſiſteth : whar theſe are ir 
ſhal afterward appear. Again, grace 
muſt bediſtinguiſhed:iris rwofold, - - 


reſtraining grace, orrenuing grace. 3 


re 

Reſtraining grace Itearmecertaine 

common pitts 'of God , ſeruing 

onely ro order and frame the our- / 

ward conuerſation of men to the 

Law of God, or ſcruing to _ 
en 


Cn 
men of:excule inthe F 
ment. By this ned hea- 
bangin beene liberall, iuſt, | 
ſober;valient, By irmenlivingin 
the chureh.of God, havebeene in- 
lightened, and hauing raſted ofthe | 

wordof God, hauercioyccd | 
therein, and fora time quth | 


newing eraceis not-cg nm 
men, but-proper totheele 


isagitto Gods ſpitly'wheeb the! 
corruptionof 1 is C 


caied Image of God, odreftored, Now 
then the concluſion muſt onely be 
vnderſt@od of the ſecond, and nor: 
ofthe firſt, forthough.aman have 

neuer ſo: much of this-reſtraining 
grace, yer vnlefſehe bauetheſpi wir | 
of Ghriſtto-create faith in the Wt 
and roſanQife him, | Ek SALLY 
- fromfahiation as any ae of, Naz 

| then 


| » | 


AS os oa: COn- 


life cocome: 


18 AGraineof Muſterd-ſeede, 
workes; for which nd cakek 
ned. The Propher:&/a 42:3. faith, | 
that Chriſt /-all-not quench che ſms- 
kins flaxe, nor breake the bruſedreede, 
Letthe compariſon be marked>\fire 
inflax muſt be both little &weake, 
in quantitie as a ſparke or twaine, 
that cannot cauſtarfiame butonely 
aſmoke, ſpeciallyin'amatrerſoecafic 
to in IS ſignifted;hat 
that the gifts and: graces/of Gods 
ſpirit;rhat arebochtor mealare-and : 
engrh asa ſpark or twaine of fite, 


ſhalknot beenegleQed, 
acceptedand cheriſhed: by 
When our ſau ione Chriſt heardthe 
young man arr Dy 111 
uw 


A Graineof Ma rd-/eede. 
cet,be laid ynohim,The Lewes neg 
of heaven. her- 
forenodoubt, he willloue with a 
more ſpecialloue;and acceptasthe 


ae ſubies of his kingdome, 
e that haue.receiued afurther 


merey of. God to. bee borne anew 
af! _ nes theſpirit: 


1.493) 11. Concluſion, 


94" ﬀs | 


bi 


26 AOvtinesf Muſtere-ſeede. I 
and afeQeath ſuch- things as are 
thouglitto be good accordingito 
thelight of nature. Andrthis kind of 
deſire hath his degrees, yet ſo as 
they are al limited within'the com- 
as of nature. Somedelireriches, 
onours, pleaſures, ſomelearning 
and nobel e : becaule its/the 
light and perteQtion ofthe minde: 
ſomego fuitther and ſeeke afterthe 
vertnesof iuſtice,tEperance,libera- 
titie, &c. & thus many heathenme 
haneexcelled, Some apaine'dftre 


truchappineſſe, as Bilaa did,who 
wil het todiethedeathofth ig 


reous: becauſcit is the propaty'© 
nature to ſeeke the preſernation of 
 itſelfe. Burt herenatreftaiesirſelf- 

+ forwherethe mi | 
the wifalfeQs net. 


AGraine of Anh Lſecde 21 
holy ghoſt, & theobiget or maner 
about which they are conuerlanr, 
arcthings sdiuine & ſpiritual, which 
cocern the kingdom of heauen-and 
ofthis kind arethe deſires of which 
I ſpeak inthis place. Again,that we 
may not bedeceiued ingur delires, 
but may the better diſcerne them 
from flitrerin we mgations,l 
addethree —_— ofall, the 


deſire of reconciliation, te delire 


to beleeue, orthedeſirero — 
eco _—_— 


&c.mu 
tinuance , etherwilſe it may juſtly 
beſuſpeRted. Secondly it muſtbee 
carneſt and ſerious, though notal- 
waies, yetatſometimes,/that wee 
may be ableroſay with Dagid, My . 
ſoule defireth after thee'O Lorde, 
as thethirſty land, 4nd, asthe har 
. braiech aftertheriuers of water, 10 


22 AGraineof Muſterd-ſeetle, 
theliuing God. Thirdly it muſtbee 
in atouched heart; for whenami 
istonched inconſcience; the heart 
15 caſt down, & (as much as it can)it 
withdrawes it ſelfe from God. For 
this cauſe,ifthentherebe any ſpiri- 
ruall morions whereby the hearris + 
lifr vp vnto God, they are withour 
doubt fromthe ſpirit of God. Thus 
then [ auouch,that thedelire of re- 
conciliation with Godin Chriſt, is 
reconciliation it ſeffe: the delirero 
belene, is faith indeed: & thedelire 
to repent,” repentance®irſelfe. ,Bur 
marke how. A delireto bereconct- 
ted is not reconciliation in nature 
(for the deſireis onEthing & rec6- 
ciliarion is another )but in Gods ic- 
cepratioh : for if we beingtouched 
throughly for our fins, dodeſlirero 
hanethem pardoned, &tobeat one 
withgod,god CCEptS VSASTECONEI. 
led. Againdelirdtobelecue;it Rn 


A Graine of Muſterd:ſeelle. 2: 
Aith in nature,but only in Godxac- 
:eption, God accepring the wilfor 
-hedeede. T hatthis doctrine isthe 
vil & word of God,itappeares b 

theſe reaſons, tnſtof all, God 

annexed a promiſe of blelſednes, & 
of ifeeuerlaſting, to:the deſire of 
grace. Mat.s. ahſedarcig n hich -6- 
ver and thir after eanſue(/e , for 
they ſkalbe ſatisfied, $3. _ 
thirſt let kim come to me andarinke. 
Rew-.21.1 wil vive onto him which 15 4- 
bhi of the well of the water of life 


freely 
"Ea wit is this ,.t0 thirſt? 


properly itis,. when wee arc.in.a 
drought or drieneſſc , and wante 
drinke to refre(h vs , to deſire ir. 
And therefofe by a r FN 

they are "oe ro thirſt, E 
reouſneſſe ,, _ that wante\it -_ 


24 AGriine of Muſterd (cede, 
ontof Ne 
rerthe bloud of Chriſt, that they 
might beerefreſhed with-itin thei 
confſciences. Here then we ſee that 
the defire of mercy in the want of 
.- mercy,izthe obtaining of mercy, & 
..-thedefire robelecue, in the want of 
faith,is fairh: Though as yerthou 
wane fieme and lively grace, 'yet art 
thou not altogether voyd of grace, 
.- ifthou canſt Icfire deſtreit, thy deſires 
the feede, conception, or buddeof 
that which thou wateſt-now isthe 
fpring time of the ingrafted word 
orthe'immorral! feedE taft irrothe. 
TING? heart: waite bnr a 
white, viing good meanes, &thon 
ſhalefexfleanes, bloffoms, & fruits 
2. WI thorthy Quay: = Spend oe 


Jen 


of God .s. op littely” inuocarion 
ixholy name; P/s:10; Ga 

Av the, SJTeFe i; he poor Pfal.1.45 Hewill 

fulfil 


wof Muferd.feeke. 25 
fulfil the deſire of them that feare hin. 
When Moſes ſaid nothing,butonly 
defired in heart thehelpeand pro- 
tection of Godatthe redde ſea, rhe 
Lordfaid vnto him: why crieſtthou 
vmrome. Exoa.14. And when wee 
knowenot to prayeas wee ought, 
Paule faith,that the ſpirit makethre- 
queſtby the inwardgroancs of ttic 
hart. Roma.8.26, Hence I gather, that -.. 
when a man inhis weakneffe praies 
with ſighes and groanes, forthepgife 
of liuely faith,the want whereot he 
findesin himſelfe ; his very prayer 
onthis matinermade, isastruly in 
acceptation with God,as thepraier 
macÞKin liuely faith. Thirdly rothe 3- 
reſtimonie of Scripture, I addethe 
teſtimonies of Godlyeand learned 
men, . not to prouethedoQrinein 
Ions ohdgemanie 
metkeemart thong 
| doutizes Yinarephantaſicof 


26 ACraincof Muſterd:ſeed. 

a anieman.*Auguſtineſaith, Zetely\ 
Pal 3s. deſiebe before hm;&+ thy father which | 
ſeethin ſecret ſhallrerarde thee eg: Þ 

.- for thydeſwe is thy prater , and if thy 
ſire be continuail chy prayer is continmal,. 
He addesfurther,in So lame place,. 
thatythedeſre is a continual voice, and 
 thecrieof the Leart , andtheinward in- 
wocatia of God, which may obey ab 
c out internuſſion. Againe,bTlewbol ff 
Expoſir, lifes Faco0dC ry Hee AY WS 4/74 
_—_— labo. gef - Audt as bis! Y; eſt eh thou. 
+0 ſeeft not : but defrag ot 45 it were, 
To foe rh yk that whenit 
[bal come which thewjh. lee rhoumaift 
RE, be filled, cBernard (ah. hates 
SUPCT, cant 4 Voice ? Yeaa Very erong woice,' 
Ser 84, Gia hep pore. gs 
cotinual deſire,t we L 
F Crt «Luther faith, 
Tom. 4 pag. Coraft isthentr ly ommipotent,and then 
_ truly raignesinVegben we eareſo weake 
| that we cap ſearce giue any grove.) wu 

a 


$ 


| 
! 
e 
/ 
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| 
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7 t $40 ſe andintempeatia. Forit 
nn 0 f: as porch + Ah 
009 of wine wou ently 

wt: but ſuch as beleene in ecmdrs 
dterronrs againſt hope , under h 
hat is," oþ one hemſelnes 7 Fab 
p e of Coriſf agamjtt 
gy "ya 
erivard that this little ſparke of faith 
(45 it 4 owe to reaſon, mhich hardly 
percemvethit jis for tare a5 Þ whole 
clement of fire which filleth al heanen & 
ſraloweth wp al terrors & ſins.'A Zain, 
the more wee finde our vnort 
and the leſſe wee finde the promiſes to 
belong omto v5 , the more muſt we deſire 


them beck Ying aſſuredthat this defire doth 


edſe God, who defireth and wil- 
# bjsprace ſronlabe eatae/ily dle- 


aſmal fait h,& hope is on- 1b fale136, 


% 
- 


Ib.fo's Ry 


28 ' Graine of Muſt afterd. ſean 

ſaed'. T bis dathfath which iwdeeth i 

. #Pretious thins and therefore greathe 
 bungereth and thirfteth after it, and 
. obtaineslit. For Godis delightedtoffti the 
h nithooodthings,andto end the 
h ct ie away. Þ PL Beza 
teſp.ad - [atth,1 thou fin yot thine hart inward- 


= _ ly tauched, praythat it may be touched: 


pcl. for then muſt thou knowe that this deſwe 

is apledge of the fathers good wil to thee: 
| i iKemnitiusfaith,YY hen 1 haue ated 
F Locor com, defare though it do ſcarcely ſkew it + ſelf tn 


mu fomelitle andſlender ſigh, not be of 


ſaved that the ſpirite of God is $ ent 
and worketh his vood workek Vrſinus 


c Ws | faith  Faithinthe moſt holy meninthis, 


e4S VU perfect 4nd weake, Tet newer- © 


leſe, ear feelesi his heart a 


gs ord forte. 
| i Graineof *Y | 
| ” $ bi _— 


whereby they wg 
foret ol, tra 
"a are inftly.g rmedefir or 
: = Y AC[587 CEF 4 I it(3 | 
rite cannot be but fo 
x wy Bleſſed efron 
rſt after 
righteonſn! 
Ee 
hath giuen thee 4 _— rc Crackle 
heart * that is an heart _ 


; 
ken of him rcept ing 
fo (heaps the willforthe 
andbel 
* Tana =: | h 


"ih 1 _ 2 b & = 


= 
og otians q; 
the holy 
oj —_ wg our þ: NT nv, 
owe no ne wad 
nn E 


7 


ſelfthat 
ſent ontoin 
F- — oh 
of therth 
Agee oy 7 
fe JIE 


m0 . , *? x TI ”" < | | 
' My. — x 
% £ 4 ” , . , id 


how tenbibobe vraſrons of thoutyangi 
kit to'dothyentleias, : if thouprateit to 
Goltoginetbee 2race:al theſs holy affec- 
trons proceedine. o-' from none orhe? then 
ronkeliſirit Godoarhs tobe ſoma- 
nplegeer, and teffimonies that i C1518 
thee; Maiſter knokesaith.-: !beit 
Joky ors HH beſo horribloehat Plas. 
ſentrcomport neither in 


maſon 4 
ables of God dabemſ 
torment the dinel at w/o 1 
29% therefore there wneit k or 
remiealy to be haped for athis hundes =ut 
 ſathime;1fay; v0 fob v0 Cid the 
 detoniffvation of the fecrtt ſoetonf Gall, © « 
vRORond Hef childyew's und 


Be erathe ſe More teftimo es. yo 
"IF becalleaged, buttheſe hall © 
ſulſice. 


this pointof d 


. maye mm that dee 
belceye 
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® > 
: 


fed Abraham, Danid;Panle , thepro- 


hers; and:Apoſtles and Martyrs 
God tr CE atiedching ifall 


beleeners might 'attaine ro'this | 
heightoflinely faith, troſayewith 
Paul, lamperſwaded \ thatneither 
life, nor death, noranything elſe, 
(hall beableroſ evsfrom ihe 
loue of Godin : but allcan- 
not; thereforethere is another de- 
greeof fairhlowerthErhe forrtier, 
and yettrue faith , calledaliftlevr 
wealefaith;and iralſo hath apower 


i 
7 


to _ xehend & apply thepromiiſe 
ation 


offal ; buras yer by reaſon of = 
weakneſſe, it is infolded(asit were) 

, and wrapt vpinthehart.as theleafe 
and blaſſomeinthe bud. Forſuch 
perſons as have this weake faith, 
canſayindeede, thatthey belecue  - 
theirftanesto be patdonable, and". 


- 
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theyarewithour aldoubtpardoned. 
And yeth mercic of god is not wan- 
ting vatothem. For in that they do, 
Ns, 7-0 and indeuourto ap- 
prehend,they doindeed apprehed; 

od accepting thedelire ro dothe 
thing,forf thing done. This which 
I ay, willthe better appeare ifthe 
grounds therof beconlidered:Faith 
dothnotiuſtificinreſpect of irſelfe, 
becauſeit isanaQion,or vertue-or 
becauſe it is ſtrong, linely, andper- 
feQ : but in reſpeQe ofthe obieQ 
thereof, namelie Chrift cruciked, 
whome faith apprehendeth as beis 
ſer foorth vnto vs inthe word & {a- 


AGraine of Muſterd: ſeede, 35 
his proper obiect , butfollowthe 
promileof god though itdo weak- 
lieapprehend,orattheleaſt cauſea 
manonly toendeuour and delireto 
apprehend, it is rruefaith,and iuſti- 

 fieth. Thoughour EG be 
neceſlarie, yet our ſaluation ſtands 


rather inthis that God apprehends 
vs forhisown,then that we appre- 
hend him. Phil.3.ver. 12. 
Ont of this concluſion ſprings an otter 
not to be onutted , that God accepts 
the endenour of the ribole man tos 


* obey, for perfect obedience it ſelfe. 
Hat is,ifmE indeuourtopleaſe: 
God inall —__ , Cod wil nor 

, Indgetheirdoingsby therigour of 
his lawe : bur wilaccepet theirlitle 

& weak endeuor,todothar which 
they candooby his grace, as ifthey 
had perfeQly fulfilled the lawe. 
Brheere remember I put this ca- 
ueat, that this II muſt bee 

2 in 


36 AGriineef Muſterd-ſeede. 
inand bythe whole man; the verye 
mind,conſcience,wil;and aftectios, 
doing that which they canintheir 
kinds: & thus this indeuour, which 
isa fruirofthe ſpirit, ſhalbediſtin- 
guiſhed fromciuill righteouſneſle, 
which may bein heathen me. The 
truth ofthisconcluliGappeares by * 
that which"the Prophet Malachs 
ſaith,that God will parethem,that . 
fear him;as rfatherſpares hischild: 
whoacceptsthethingdone, as wel 
doone, if the child ſhewehis good 
will,to pleaſe his father,andro:doo 
whathecan. + 


111, Coh- 


" {Graintof MuBerdfoede v7 
ITII, Concluſion. 


T oſee and feele in our ſelues the want of 
grace, andtobegreeued therefore, 
is thegraceit ſelfe. | 


' The Expoſition. 


\/ nderftand this conclulis6 asthe 

former, namely that greefe of 
heart forthe wantofany grace ne- 
ceſlary rofaluation, is as much with 
Godasthe grace itſelfe. When be- | 
ing in diftreſſe, wee cannot pray av 
weeought; God acceptesthe very 
groanes, ſobbes, and ſighes of the 
perplexed keart,asthe prayer itſelf. 
Rom.8.26, When wearegrecued, 
becauſe we cannot be greeued for 
our (ins, itisa _ & meaſure of Y 
godly ſorrow before God, Augu- cow44.lib.r 


tine ſaith well: Somtetimes owr prayer —_— | 
z Cy 'T 


'-*%. 3 A Oraineof Muflerd.ſoode. 
ts lukewarme, Jt nrrhe alms 
no pr ajer:nay ſometime its altoyither no 
prayer at all ; and yet we cannot with 
griefe perceine this in our ſel ues: for if we 
can but oreeue,becanſe we cannot praye, 
Lib.t.con- We 1297 pray indeed, Hierom faith, The 
tra®,"ela- we are inſt vhen we do acknowledge our 
vs. ſeluestobe ſinners: Againo, this is the 
true wiſdome of man,to know himſelf to 
be imperfett: And(that 1 may ſo ſpeake) 
the perfejaWef all in(t men in the fleſh is 
imperfetF: Auguſtin again ſaith,That 
the vertue which is now in ainF# man is 
thus far forth perfetF that unto theper- 
fettion-thereof there belongs 4 true ac- 
knowlecioement and an humble confeſſion 
of the imMerfeftion thereof. A broken 
and conrite heart after an offence;is 
as mich with God,as if therehad 
hi1noofenceatall. Andtherefore 
ſo ſoone as Pauidafterhisgriewons 
fall in heanineſſe of heart confeſſed 
"as,  hisſinne, fayingincffed burthus 
Bi much: 


the pardon of Fork -infieauen, 
andtharpreſently. 


V. Conchuſton. 


He that hathbegunto (ubiect himfelfets 
Chri#t and rea het 
be ixnorant in mo#t point rof re 
yet if -hee haze 4 g's; 
knowledge andto pradfiſeFhat re 
ke knoweth (OOGSOY INE | 
rue R | 


The Expoſition. 
Jr perſons by the Enagelifts 


fidto beleue,which had on- 
| yſeen$miracesof Chriſt, & as yer 


ofdtuFerd-(leede. 


Maſi, podra ubmir th n CS, 
tohim and his doctrine, whichaf- 
terward ſhould be taught. Onthis 
maner thewomanof Samariabelie- 
ued,& manyofthe Samaritans vpon 
herreport:& a certain ruler,by rea- 
ſon of a miracle wrought vpon his 
ſonne , isſaidto belecue,and allhis 
houſbold 14h.4.42.52. Whenour 
Sauiour Chriſt comendeth thefaith 
.ofthe Apoliles , rerming irarocke 
againſt whichthegates of hel (huld 
not prevail, it was got forthe plen- 
tifull knowledge of thedoctrine of 
faluation: for they were ignorant of 
many articles of faith, as namely of 
the death, reſurreQion , aſcenſion 
and Kingdome of Chriſt : butbe- 
caule.they belgeued; himto berhe 
oe ante eo 
nde,andihey had withal reſol 

thEgpes rockgyeyato him;Stthe 

Roa ion 


hetaughte,though as yer they were 
| hy pics, (8 The holy 
hoſt commendeththefaith of &4- 
hab when ſhec receiued the ſpies. 
Now this hir faith was indeed but a 
ſeede and beginning of liuely faith: 
forthen (he had onely heard of the 
miracles done in Ezypt, and of the 
deliverance of the Ifraclires, and 
wastherupon ſmitten withafeare, 
and hadde. conceiued a reſolution | 
with her ſclfe,, to ioyneherſelfero 
the-I{rgelites , and'ro worſhipthe 
true God. Nowetheſeand thelike 
are tearmed beleeuers,: vpon iuſt 
cauſe :forthoughthey be ignorant 
as yet, yettheir ignorance ſhall be 
nocominuing or laſting ignorance: 
and -they have excellent ſeedes of 
grace, namely apurpoſe of fiearr to 
cleaueto Chriſtandacareto profit 
_ inthe doQrine offaluation. 


VI. Con- 
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VI. Concluſion, 


The foreſaide bevinnings of orace are 
counterfeit, vnleſſet they encreaſe. 


T he Expoſition. 


He wickednesof mans nature& 
thedepthofhipocriſie isſuch, 
thata manmayandcancafilytranſ- 
forme himfelfe into the counter- 
feiQt & reſemblanceofany grace of 
God. Therefore Ipurt down herea 
certaine note whereby the gifts'of 
God may bediſcerned,namely;t that 
they grow &encreaſeasþ þpraine 
of Mufterd-l(eed to agreat tree, and 
beare rows anſwerably. p Ro_- 
intheheart islikerhe graine 

ſter1-ſcede in twothings. Firftit'is 
ſmalto ſeeroarhbeginning:ſecond- 
kT EI MW 


thehearr,it eticreaſeth ſpeedily,and 
ſpreadsitſelfe. Therfore, ifa man 
a the firſt hane bur ſome little fee- 
ling of his wants, ſome weake and 
faint deſire, ſome ſmall obedience, 
he muſt not let this ſparke of grace 
go out:buttheſe motions of theſpi- 
rit muſt beeencreaſed by the vieof 
theword, ſacraments, and prayer; 
and they muſt dailybee ſtirred vp 
by meditating,indeuoring, ſtriving, 
asking,ſecking, knocking. Thema- 
ſterdelinering his talents to his fer- 
uants,ſaith vntothem, Occupietill 
I come: & not ,hidethEinthecarth, 
Mat.25.26; Paul v(eth an excellent 
ſpeech to Timethie:T exhort theeto 
irrevp thegift of 'Cod which isin 
thee, namelyas fire is ſtirred vpby 
often blowing, and by purtringtoof 
wood 2.7 1-6: Astor ſuch moti- 
ons ofthe harttharlaſt for aweeke, 
oramonth, and aſter vaniſh _ 

ey 


Sem? 
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theyarenotto beregarded:andthe If | 
Lord by the Prophet 0/z«complai- ll 
nethofthem ſaying, O Ephraim,thy i 
——_— is likethe morning 

ew. 

Therforeconhidering, grace vn- 
lefleit be confirmed and exerciſed, 
is indeed no grace; Iwil here adde 
certaine rules of direQtion that we 
may the moreecalily putinpraQiſeh 

ſpirituall exerciſes of inuocation, 
Fi, and repentance: and thereby 
alſoquicken and reuiue the ſeedes 
and beginnings of _ 

1. In whatplaceſocuerthouart, 
whether alone or abroad, by day or 
bynight, and'whatſocuerthouart 
doing, ſetthy ſelfeinthepreſence of 
God, let this perſwaſion alwaies 
takeplaceinthy heart,thatthou art 

-beforethe living God-: and do thy 


indeuour ——_— aſtog may 
ſmit:e thy hart withaweandreuc- 


rence, 


| AGraine of Maſlerd-feede. ay. 
 @ cence, and makethee afraidetolin. 
This counſell the. Lord gaue 4bre- 
bem Gen.17 1. } F alke before me and be 


vpright.T has t | 


| 


hingalſo was praQi- 
ſed by Enoch , who forthis cauſeis 
faide to walke before Cod. 
2: Efteemeof euerypreſent day 
as of the day of thy death:and ther- 
fore line as though thou weredy- 
ing; and dothoſe goodduties cue- 
ry,day,thatthou wouldſtdoifthon = 
wert Jing. This is {chriſtian 
watchfulneſſe,and rememberit. - 
_ 3. Makecatalogues andbilles gf 
thineowneſinnes, ſpecially of thoſe 
ſinnesthat haue moſt diſhonoured 
yore woundedthine owncon- 
cience: ſetthembeforethee often, 
ſpeciallythen whenthou haſt any 
particular occaſion of renewing 
thy repentance, that thy heartby 
this doleful! ſightmay beefunher 
da += 
| When 


46 {Oreine of Maſterd.ſeode. 
when he conſidered his wayes and 
rurned his feete ro Gods comman- | 
dements. P/a.119,57: And when he 
confeſſed the finnes of his youth. 
Pfal: 25. This was obs "practiſe, 

 whenhe ſaid he was notabletoan-- 
ſwere one of a thouſand of his ſins 
vnto God. 7ob.g,1.' 40 24 

When thou firſt openeſt thyne 
cies ina morning, pray 10 God, and 
pine him thanks heartily : God then 
ſhalthaue his honor, andthy heart 
ſhall'beethe beter for irthewhole 


day following. For weſceinexpe- 
rierice, that veſſels keepe _ 


c 
raſte6f thatliquour wherwiththey 
are firſtſeaſoned.” And whenehou 
lieftdowneletthat beethefaſt alſo: 
forthon khoweſtnot, whether fal- 
lenaſleepe, thou ſhall ener 'riſe a- 
gun aline . Good-rherefore- it is 
t 


thou ſhouldeſt give v_e | 
ſelfetritothe hands' of Godywhilit 
: 4 , - 


7 . k -{ ts ; 
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5 Labourtoſecandfeelethy ſpi- 
J cual cre wg "ro 
of inthy ſpeciallyt 
Fs nf of vnbeleete, 
ide>ſelfeloue, -8ic:Labourto bee 
| 0 EIA ſelfe;and labour 
rofeelethat by reaſon ofthemthou 
ſandeſt in neede of cuerydrop of 
thebloud of Chriſt, to heal &clenſe 
thee6theſe wants: & letthisprac- 
tiſerake ſuch place withthee,tharif 
thoubedemanded; what inthine c- - 
ſtimati6 is the vileſt of thecreatures 
vpon. carth ? thine heartand con- 
ſcience-may anſwere with a londe 
voice, LcuenT, by reaſon of mine 
owne ſinnes : and. agg fon be 
demanded what is the beſtrhing in 
the worlde forthee? thy hean'and - 
conſcience may. aunſwere .againe - 
with aftrong and loude. cryz;"0 
droppe of the oy I-5" 
* WAN -' 


fallowerhdaily. Notcuery one'y 
i152 commoheater ofthe word,fta 
Tr table;isther- 

d Chuiftian , vnleſſehis 

»his rivare. houſe, 


| Wc, 7 807 PP 2 y \E- y 
ery aCtic 1; A $done, carri uU ov F 
heart a conftane-/and refolure pur- 
ſe, notto linnein any thing: for 
ard REI 
neuer ſtand together. | 
'$, Let thineendeuourbeeſu- 
table tothy purpoſe - and therefore 
exerciſethy ſelftoeſchew everylin, 
and to abeyGod in cuery one of his 
commandements, that pertaihe Ci. 
thertothe geteral calling of achrj- 
ſtian, or tothy particular cali 
Thus did good 7,ſias, whotimed 
vnto God with all his heart accor-' 
ding ?o a/[the law of Moſes 1. Xin,25s; 
25. & thus did -Zacharie & Elizabeth 
that walked z»all the commande-" 


ments of God without- reproote. . 
Lac 1,6. Ae og 

9. Ifaranytime;againſtihy-puyy: 
poſeand reſojution,thou beotena*+ 


- 2 


kenwith any finhe linleongrentette” 
' nOtInN it; bur ſpecdely ccQUEr tn Y 
| F D telte 


50 ACrane of OMnfterd ſeedde. 
ſelf by repentance: cootf ora ſelf; 
confeſlingrhine offence, & by prai- | 
er intreating the Lord to pardon 
theſame,andthar earneftly,rill ſuch 
timeasthou findeſtthy conſcienee 
rruely pacihed, and' thy care toe- 
chew the ſame {in encreaſed. 
le Conſider often of the right 
and proper ende of thy life- inthir 
world, which isnottoſecke profit, 
honcr,pleaſure, butthar in ſeruing 
of men,w e mightſerue God irour 
callings. Godcould, if it ſo pleaſed 
him, preſerueman without the mi- 
nifteric of man; but his pleahire is to 
fulfill his workeand willinthepre- 
ſeruation of our bodies,and faluati- 
onofourſoules,by the imploiment: 
of men in his ſeruice, cueryoneac-i 
 cordingto his vocation. Neitheris 
there ſomuch as'a bondf(lave, {bur'F 
| heemuſtinandby his faithfull ſer- 
 Uice to his maſter, ſcruetheLord, 


Men 


Men therefore do commonlypro- 
fane their laboursand liues, by ai- 
f ming at a wrong ende, when all 
their care conliſteth onely inget- 
ting ſufficient maintenance forthE 
andtheirs, ferthe obtaining of cre- 
dit, riches, and carnal! commodi. 
ties. Forthus men ſeruethemſelues, 
Mandnot God,or men : much lefſedo 
Fthey ſerue God in ſeruing of men, 
11 Giue aldiligenceromakethy 
eleQion ſure, andto gather mani- 
fold tokens thereof. Forthis cauſe 
obſeruethe works of Gods prauji- 
dence , loue, and mercie,, bothin 
thee and vpponthee; from timeto 
time: forthe ſerious conſideration 
Fofthem, and the laying ofthemro- 
Fecther when theyaremanyand fe- 
crall,miniſter much direQion, af- 
| iranpaohgofs fenorand mfort. 
WT his was thepradtiſe of Dad, i, 
$949.17 433-P/4h.23.ML 
D 2 12. Thinke 
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' 12, Fhinke cuermore thy pre. 
ſent eſtate whatſoeuerit bee, tobe 
the beſt eſtate for thee : becauſe 

 Whatſoenerbefalles thee, though 
it beſickneſſeor any other afflicti. 
on,ordeath,befalsrhee of the good 
prouidence of God. T hat this may 
the better be done,labour to fee and 
acknowledgea prouidence of god, 
alwel in pouerty,as in aboundance, 
#& well indiſgtaceas goodreport,as 
well in {fickneffeas in health, as wel 
inlifess in'teath. 

13. (Pray continually, Imeane not 
byſotemne and ferpr ayer, + bur by 
ſecret arid” invvarde ciaculations c 
'the heart,cthar is} by acontinuall c- 

[&yatidhof mide vnto Chriſt, fit 
ring #therighrhandofGodthiet: 
"ther, and that eitherby praier or gi- 
-uih ofthanks ſo often $af1y-SCC: 
«Fort fhall beoffeted, © 

14. Think often oftheworſtanc 

mo 


Si rarinot:. UH uirr iD A. T5 - 
moſt greeuous things that may be- 
fal thee either in life or death forthe 
name of Chriſt:makeareckoning of 
them,and preparethy ſelfetobeare 
them - that v/hen they come, they 
may not ſeeme ſtratge,and be born 
moreealily. - 

15. Make conſcienceof idle, vain, 
vnhoneſt, & vagodly thoughts, for 
theſe aretheſeeds & beginnings of 
actuall fin in word and deede. This 
want of carein ordering and com- 
poſing of ourthoughts, is ofte pu- 
niſhed witha fearefull temptation 
in the very-thought, called of Di- 
uines, Tentatio blaſphemiarum,aten- 
tationof blaſphemies. 

16, When any good motion or 
affeion riſeth inthe hearr, ſuffer it 
nor to.paſle away), buti feedeit by 
reading, meditating ,praying; ' * 

17. What ſocuergoodthing thou 
goſtabout,whitheritbein m_ 
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deed, do itinot in aconceipt of thy 
ſelf, orinthepride of thy heart,but 
in humilitie, aſcribing the power 
whereby thou doſt thy worke , and 
the praiſe therof ro God, otherwiſe 
thou ſhalt had by experience, God 
will curſe thy beftdoings:: 

18. ms not ciuill honeſtie: 
good conſcienceand good maners 
muſt gotogither:theretore remem- 
berto makec6ſcienceoflying , and 
of cuſtomable (wearing in comms 
talke: contend not eyther in deede 
or word with any man:be curteous 

and gentle to all goodand badde : 
| beare with mens wants & frailties, | 
as haſtines, frowardnes, ſelf-liking, 
-curiouſnes &c. paſsing by them as 
being not perceiued : returne not 
.caullforeuull , butrather goodfor 
euill; viemeate,drinke,and apparel 
-inthatmanerand meaſuteirharthey 


may further godlincſſe;and qnay be 
Foo! as 
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of Grain: of Muſferd-ſeed. & 
2s it were fignes in which thou 
maieft expreflethe hidden grace of 
thy heart : Stfinenottogobeyond 
my, vnleflebeingoodthings:go 
beforethine equals , ingiuing of 
honour, ratherthenintaking of it : 
makeconſcienceofthy word , and 
et it be as a band: profeſſenot more 
outwardly then thou haſt inwardly 

in heart: oppreſſe or defraud no 

man in bargaining : inall 

companies eyther do 
good, or take 
good. 
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